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Instrumentation

Violin 1 Viola

Violin 2 Cello

Who Am I

(I Am Loved)

Inspired by the Psalms of David and Asaph

For SATB Choir with String Quartet

(Piano added for rehearsals)
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Approximate Performance Time = 4:00

Music Notes:

I used excerpts from Psalms 31, 39, 44, 51, 55, 62, 69, 73 and 77 for the text using the

NIV translation.  The structure of this music is similar to many of the Psalms with a

section of lament, an interlude for reflection (called a selah in the Psalms) followed

by a section of praise.  In this particular piece we begin with a brief introduction

and question (Bar 9) why one is worthy of the gifts of this life.  The lamentation

section (Bar 26) draws a<ention to the "human ills" of living in this world.  The

reflective interlude (Bar 41) leads to the praise (Bar 49) that, for all the worldly

diversions and distractions, we are loved.    

Performance Notes:

The piece is wri<en to be mostly transparent and subdued.  Notice the dynamics

range is from pp to mf.  The louder sections should be full, but never strained.

Based on the size and balance of your SATB ensemble and the performance

acoustics, you may need to raise the dynamic levels.  However, please keep a

subdued, reflective approach regardless of any changes in dynamics.  

Encourage the Violin 1 and Cello to "sing" on their short solo sections (e.g. Bars

28-29 and 32-33) as you would any soloist.  Shape the selah section (Bar 41) to peak

in intensity at Bar 45 and return to reflective praise at Bar 49.

Ensure the ensemble follows the conductor on the tempo deviations starting on

beat 3 in Bar 64.  The strings should not break the sound between the tenuto in  Bar

67 moving to Bar 68.  Allow the final chord to decrease a volume level before the

cutoff  while keeping a full sound.   I recommend a soft "D" in the voices at the

cutoff.

I hope you enjoy "Who Am I." 
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