
NOTE: 

“Full Score” is laid out for prin ng on 11 X 17 (ledger) paper.  

“Study Score” is laid out for prin ng on 8 1/2 X 11 (le er) paper. 
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 Instrumentation 

Piccolo         F Horn 1 

Flute 1         F Horn 2 

Flute 2         F Horn 3 

Oboe 1         F Horn 4 

Oboe 2         Trombone 1 

Bassoon 1         Trombone 2 

Bassoon 2         Bass Trombone 

Bb Clarinet 1         Euphonium 

Bb Clarinet 2         Tuba 

Bb Clarinet 3         Double Bass (optional) 

Bb Bass Clarinet         Timpani 

Eb Alto Saxophone 1      Chimes/Marimba 

Eb Alto Saxophone 2      Snare Drum 

Bb Tenor Saxophone       Bass Drum 

Eb Baritone Saxophone  Cymbals/Gong

Bb Trumpet 1 

Bb Trumpet 2 

Bb Trumpet 3 

DWMorgan

Wildfire

for Wind Ensemble
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Approximate Performance Time = 8:50 

  

Music Notes: 

Wildfires are part of life in the Western US (where I live) and other regions around the

world.  Wildfires can range from small grass fires to massive burns capable of

immense destruction.  This piece follows the life of my imagined wildfire.  The

introduction intends to express the worsening conditions that provide the initial fuel

for a wildfire to start.  With a spark, the fire comes to life and rapidly feeds on the

available fuel creating a quick, hot burn.  Later, the fire reaches an alpine meadow

where the fire feeds on grass and scrub brush.  While still ominous, the fire is less hot

and dances among fuel sources until the wind picks up to drive the fire into a wooded

area providing more fuel.  With the wind increasing, the fire builds in intensity at an

ever-increasing rate.  As the source of fuel is burnt and with a sudden change in the

wind direction, the fire reverses direction and wanes from lack of fuel.  After a few

flare ups, the fire is reduced to a smolder. 

  

Performance Notes: 

  

While this piece is written for Wind Ensemble, a group with fewer players on parts, it

is playable by a larger Concert or Symphonic Band.  If played by a Concert/

Symphonic Band, the director may need to tacet some players at the beginning of the

unison sections such as bars 63-72 and 144-158, adding players to increase the

intensity to the end of these sections.  Allow the ensemble timbre and balance to guide

your decisions.

 

Regarding the music, allow the introduction, bars 1-32, to start very softly and build

in intensity to bar 33.  The initial hot burn section, bars 33-89, varies between sections

to include the percussion.  Bring the volume and intensity down in bars 90/91 as the

fire moves to the slow burn.  Follow the rises and falls of intensity in the middle

section, bars 92-143.  Bars 144-157 are the wind increasing in intensity and blowing

the fire into a wooded area.  Bar 158-161 represent the fire catching on the new fuel

source.  Ensure you accelerate the tempo into bar 162 and the reprise of the hot burn

theme.  Bar 194 is the beginning of the final section with another accelerando into bar

202, Vivace.  Build to the “full burn” intensity at bar 210 and let the fire roar (within

reason of course).  Molto ritard 4 bars from the end but keep the intensity while

decreasing both tempo and volume.  Cue the final chimes sound and allow the chimes

and woodwinds to “die out.” 
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 Instrumentation 

Piccolo  F Horn 1 

Flute 1   F Horn 2 

Flute 2   F Horn 3 

Oboe 1  F Horn 4 

Oboe 2  Trombone 1 

Bassoon 1         Trombone 2 

Bassoon 2         Bass Trombone 

Bb Clarinet 1        Euphonium 

Bb Clarinet 2        Tuba 

Bb Clarinet 3        Double Bass (optional) 

Bb Bass Clarinet  Timpani 

Eb Alto Saxophone 1  Chimes/Marimba 

Eb Alto Saxophone 2  Snare Drum 

Bb Tenor Saxophone  Bass Drum 

Eb Baritone Saxophone  Cymbals/Gong

Bb Trumpet 1 

Bb Trumpet 2 

Bb Trumpet 3 

DWMorgan

Wildfire

for Wind Ensemble
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Approximate Performance Time = 8:50 

Music Notes: 

Wildfires are part of life in the Western US (where I live) and other regions around the

world.  Wildfires can range from small grass fires to massive burns capable of

immense destruction.  This piece follows the life of my imagined wildfire.  The

introduction intends to express the worsening conditions that provide the initial fuel

for a wildfire to start.  With a spark, the fire comes to life and rapidly feeds on the

available fuel creating a quick, hot burn.  Later, the fire reaches an alpine meadow

where the fire feeds on grass and scrub brush.  While still ominous, the fire is less hot

and dances among fuel sources until the wind picks up to drive the fire into a wooded

area providing more fuel.  With the wind increasing, the fire builds in intensity at an

ever-increasing rate.  As the source of fuel is burnt and with a sudden change in the

wind direction, the fire reverses direction and wanes from lack of fuel.  After a few

flare ups, the fire is reduced to a smolder. 

Performance Notes: 

While this piece is written for Wind Ensemble, a group with fewer players on parts, it

is playable by a larger Concert or Symphonic Band.  If played by a Concert/

Symphonic Band, the director may need to tacet some players at the beginning of the

unison sections such as bars 63-72 and 144-158, adding players to increase the

intensity to the end of these sections.  Allow the ensemble timbre and balance to guide

your decisions.

Regarding the music, allow the introduction, bars 1-32, to start very softly and build

in intensity to bar 33.  The initial hot burn section, bars 33-89, varies between sections

to include the percussion.  Bring the volume and intensity down in bars 90/91 as the

fire moves to the slow burn.  Follow the rises and falls of intensity in the middle

section, bars 92-143.  Bars 144-157 are the wind increasing in intensity and blowing

the fire into a wooded area.  Bar 158-161 represent the fire catching on the new fuel

source.  Ensure you accelerate the tempo into bar 162 and the reprise of the hot burn

theme.  Bar 194 is the beginning of the final section with another accelerando into bar

202, Vivace.  Build to the “full burn” intensity at bar 210 and let the fire roar (within

reason of course).  Molto ritard 4 bars from the end but keep the intensity while

decreasing both tempo and volume.  Cue the final chimes sound and allow the chimes

and woodwinds to “die out.” 
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